THE LONG-BOATS OF SAMOA

AT APIA we had our first experience offantasis,
the Samoan long-boats, built like whale-boats,
but of enormous length. They usually have two oars-
men per thwart, and one or two that we saw had
sixteen pairs of rowers. Yet even with this length a
boat may be no more than six or even five feet broad.
Such craft have every kind of disadvantage. They
are so long that in a heavy sea they are likely to
break their backs, and, as we found after a long
stormy journey out to the ship at Tuasivi, they are
very unhandy alongside a ship. It is quite impos-
sible for the coxswain to make his voice heard more
than a third of the way up the double bank of
rowers; meantime the middle section of the crew
will follow its own sweet will while the other third
at the bows will be doing the bidding of the most
forceful person forward. Then possibilities of dis-
aster are obvious, and I was never sorry to get out
of a fautasi. The boat is the outward embodiment
of that reluctance to choose a commander from
among their own number which results from the
primitive socialism of the South Sea.
So narrow a boat with a pair of rowers at each
thwart only allows of the shortest of oars, and in
consequence their stroke is a jerky little chop at the
water, which is very unpleasant for passengers.
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